
South Woodham Ferrers Health and Social Care Group
Meeting held on 28th June 2016 at Holy Trinity Church

1. Welcome:-  The first part of the meeting was chaired by Chelmsford City Councillor 
Bob Massey.   He welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that the new 
Health and Social Care Group replaces the old Healthcare 2000 Group but adds the 
work of the Health Care Lunches that used to be run by SWF Town Council.  The 
Town Council has agreed to support the new Group for one year and has provided 
£1200 of funding to help with administration.  The Town Council has appointed one 
Councillor and a Deputy to represent them on the Group.  This was a change to what
was originally published in Focus and elsewhere which reported that three 
Councillors would be involved.

2. Governance:-  There was a need to formally approve the terms of reference and 
Cllr Massey read these out.  (Appended to this document).  There being no 
dissension these were approved.

3. Election of Officers:-  There were three posts up for election.

• Chairman Mr Peter Blackman
• Task Force Chairman Mr David Birch
• Minute Secretary Mrs Jackie Birch

These individuals had been nominated and seconded as required in the terms of 
reference and there being no other nominations they were elected unopposed.

The post of Administration/Treasurer is not subject to election.  The post holder 
when appointed will receive an honorarium.  To date no suitable person has been 
found and suggestions were sought from the audience.

At this point the elected Chairman took over the meeting.

4. The Care Act 2014
• The Chairman explained that The Care Act 2014 was the most important Act of 

its kind since the war. It sets out the provision of Social Care.  Carers save 
millions of pounds a year and it is important to have a statutory framework. He 
welcomed Essex County Councillors Dick Madden and Norman Hume to the 
meeting. The County Council is the body responsible for carrying out the 
provisions of the Act. Councillor Madden thanked the Group for their invitation. 
He stated that there is a budget provision of half a billion pounds for child and 
adult social services. The last time that people paid their community tax there 
was a 2% levy to pay for social care (countrywide). People are living longer and
wish to remain independent for as long as possible. The importance of giving 
the right support could not be overstressed.

• James Bullion (Director for Adult Social Services, ECC) explained progress made
since the implementation of the Act commenced in April 2015. Unlike the NHS 
whose services are free at the point delivery, social care can be charged for.  It 
is important that individual's and carers needs are properly assessed. There is a
means test system in place to determine whether people can be charged for 
support. The Care Act says that the Council must assess the needs and a 



number of measures are already in place (see presentation slide). Some of the 
recommendations have been postponed until 2020 by the Government on 
affordability grounds. These include increasing capital thresholds from £25,000 
to £75,000, caps on charging for care, and Care Accounts. 

• Katherine Willmette, Director for Local Delivery Adult Operations, ECC, then 
spoke about what is happening in Essex. In Chelmsford there is a higher than 
average life expectancy and there is a need for proper health advice and illness 
prevention measures. In 2015 a Carer Strategy was developed. The last Census
recorded 9,000 carers in the area. This is likely to be well understated because 
many family members do not think of themselves as carers. The Strategy 
involved the Essex Partnership which brings together different organisations 
liaising through Action for Family Carers. They have developed a Carers 
Partnership Board. Locally there has been increases in Carers Assessments and 
in Carers Budgets. “Living Well in Essex” is a work in progress being a portal 
online to access help and advice. There are also 32 Community Agents around 
the County who do a huge amount of work. There needs to be a greater 
integration of services with health and social care working together. In this area
alone there are1300 people in residential care. Further details of Katherine's 
talk are in the attached presentation.

• The local Essex County Council contact for SWF’s social services is Brid Boraks.
• There followed a question and answer session.

Q1:  What has happened to the Carers Cafe that PPG's tried to set up with 
Action for Family Carers?

A1: Katherine does not know but will investigate.

Q2:  Would it be a good idea to have surgeries within surgeries for advice? 

A2: Yes and this already happens in some areas.  There are also considerable 
transport problems with people relying on others to drive them and ECC is 
looking at the situation.

Q3:  How well are the proposals joined up with the MECCG for instance in the 
Live Well initiatives.

A3: This is patchy, Castle Point, Southend, Rochford and Basildon are working 
well, others less so.

Q4: Would you encourage GP surgeries in SWF to do Social Prescribing?  

A4: Yes.

• Councillor Madden summarised the session.  All local authorities responsible for 
social health have to have plans in place by 2017 and for these to be integrated
by 2020.  The NHS must be reformed otherwise it will go bust, Currently Local 
Authorities are held to account by law but the NHS is not.  He advocated one 
Commissioner instead of 52 Chief Executives.

• Councillor Massey gave some background to the requirement of the City to 
build new homes.  It is likely that SWF will have 1250 to 2000 new homes in a 
15 year period.  It is important that there is a proper Neighbourhood Plan in 
place as the Town Council would then get 25% of the £20,000 per property 



Community Infrastructure Levy money.

5. Action for Carers
• James Clarke,  Chief Executive Officer for Action for Carers, gave a presentation

about the work of the organisation in Essex.
• The main points from his talk are shown in the Powerpoint presentation 

attached.
• In addition to the overall picture James was able to provide details of the work 

of the organisation in South Woodham Ferrers.
1. Currently actively supporting 66 carers in the South Woodham Ferrers area
2. Totally engaged with all the GP Practices and local pharmacies
3. Awareness raising – e.g. stand at Asda in Carers Week
4. Partnership with Provide
5. Allocated South Woodham Ferrers area carer support.
6. Local contact is Donna King

6. Other Business
• The Chairman thanked the Speakers and attendees for their contributions
• The next Health and Social Care meeting is scheduled for 21st July and the 

subject will be the Essex Success Regime for health services
• Ideas that have been suggested for later meetings include Mental Health 

Support for under 18s
• Living Well Regime
• Anyone who has other topic ideas should pass them to Peter, David or Jackie
• There is likely to be a Task Force meeting about the Essex Success Regime 

later, in the autumn


